
Christ our Savior 
Reformation Sunday 

 
This is our family Sunday, on the 5th Sunday we enjoy gathering together as families. 

Taking a break from our normal Deuteronomy 6 on Family Sunday 
This month we have been looking at our 500 year celebration of the Reformation. 

 
But what are we celebrating?  Reformation video 
 
PRAY 
 
What happens when you read and understand the most powerful theme 

of the most important letter ever written? 
Rom 1:16-17    For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings  
salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 

17 
For in the gospel the 

righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is 
written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 

What happens is you rediscover the idea that changes the world. 
 
History 
There is so much rich history to learn in our Christian heritage.  

We commemorate the year 1517 when it all became public.   
I am going to walk through some history of the Reformation here today  

and interject different examples for explanation. 
 
Hundreds of years ago the Bible was not read by most people, few people other than monks 
and priests knew how to read and write. 

People were told that if they gave money to the church, they could save their relatives  
that had already died.  We know that this is not true, but people were not allowed 
to read the Bible for themselves, so they didn't know. 

The church began selling indulgences. 
               This practice allowed people to be forgiven of their sins when they paid the church $ 
 Though this also became the idea that 

 doing “good works” is the means in which we can be saved. 
 

Luther rediscovered the Gospel message reading Romans 1 and Ephesians 2.  
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast.  Ephesians 2:8-9 

Luther was aware of his own sinfulness and came to see that his own works, no matter  
how zealous and pious, could never make him right before a perfectly holy God 

Salvation is based on the grace of God not human merit. 
 
Video Good scale - Christ our Savior 
 
Through Christ alone.  

Without your help or human tradition, God acts alone through Jesus.   
Jesus did more than die for you. He lived for you. Salvation is not merely the forgiveness 
of sins. It is the gift of His righteousness, grasped by faith.  
God’s love is manifest in Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross. God’s love is fulfilled 
through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  

Ticket - Christ our Savior 



Kids parts of this made up story are sill, like floating to heaven or angels with tickets. 
But that is true is the reality of the cross and Christ alone is our savior. 
 
Back to history 
Luther protested the church in a written form called the 95 theses, or 95 statements. 

He nailed these on the church door in Wittenburg on October 31  
Halloween’s true name for me is Reformation Day. 

 
Last year if you remember what happened here at our church on Reformation day. 

Happy Reformation Day.   
God is not one of tricks, but a God who goes beyond justice and treats, He gives 
abundant grace.  I am deeply reminded of that today.  A tragic thing happened to our 
church building last night or early this morning.  Thieves broke into our buildings and 
looted and robbed many items.  One of the main items they took was the church safe 
that they heaved out the back door, I am sure it was a heavy move.  Here is the surprise 
they will get when they open it, there is nothing in it.  Thankfully all of our money was 
deposited and the safe was empty.  It reminds me of what Reformation Day stands for.  
We don’t have to work for our salvation, or drill out locked doors seeking for the 
treasures of heaven, or real peace.  We cannot work for it, God gives it and He saves 
sinners.  The police were at church this morning and I pray they find the ones who did 
this terrible thing and justice is met, but I also pray that these thieves will experience one 
day the grace of God found in the greatest treasure- Jesus. 

Slave of Christ Pastor Cody 
Reformation Day pic 
 

95 Theses begins, “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent’ (Matt. 4:17), he 
willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” Christians are to daily die to their 
sinful nature. Repent and know you are His. And this is true every day. 
 
Luther’s thoughts and writings cause a lot of commotion and stirring in the church.  
  Luther only wanted to reform the Catholic Church from within. 
   In 1521, Luther was called before Holy Roman Emperor Charles V at the Diet of Worms  
      No kids, Luther was not fat because of eating gummy worms and needed a weight-loss plan 

"diet" meaning an official or formal meeting 
and Worms was a city in Germany just south of Frankfurt. 

Luther thought he would have a chance to defend his ideas.  
A table was filled with copies of Luther’s writings.   
He was told to withdraw what he wrote and taught.  
Charles would only accept an ironclad recantation. 

Luther responded that he could not in good conscience deny his writings because they 
proclaimed the truth of the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ. Then the famous words 

“Here I stand.  I can do no other, God help me 
  

He was then kicked out of the church and declared an outlaw a heretic.  This may not sound 
bad today, but in those times heretics were often put to death.  Fearing his life he hid away. 
 
Luther desired that every person could have access to the Word of God. He translated the Bible 
into German so that every person could read it.  
 
Lego video 
 



 
The main person of the reformation was Christ. He was in charge.   

Christ has always been, is and always will be the main focus and leader of the church. 
 
 
Just as the many leaders of the Reformation had a desired that every person could have access 
to the Word of God and know the gospel message,  

we today still long that people here this Good News. 
When you have good news you want people to know. 
 
Let me give you an example. 
 As you noticed I have shaved.  And some of you, including my wife are glad. 
 I got my deer this year. 
 
When you have good news you want people to know. 
I then wanting people to know, first my wife.  Then I texted the picture to a few friends 

Luke picture 
 
 
 
 
This is our encouragement to you: 
In your life rediscover the beauty of the Gospel. 
    Romans 6 last week 
 
When you have good news you want people to know. 
In your community.  

Proclaim the truth of the Gospel as you discover it.  
Proclaim the true message of the Gospel –Christ our Savior. 

  Use the ticket idea 
  On Halloween share my reformation day one year ago paragraph on FB 
  Use your home as a known place of joy and refuge this Halloween 
    Tony on Halloween  
 
Rom 1:16-17    For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings  

salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 
17 

For in the gospel the 
righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is 
written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 

 


